
 

UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 6-K

REPORT OF FOREIGN PRIVATE ISSUER PURSUANT TO RULE 13a-16 OR 15d-16 UNDER THE SECURITIES
EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934

For the month of January 2022

Commission File Number: 001-37384

GALAPAGOS NV
(Translation of registrant's name into English)

Generaal De Wittelaan L11 A3 2800 Mechelen, Belgium
(Address of principal executive office)

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant files or will file annual reports under cover of Form 20-F or Form 40-F.
Form 20-F [ X ]      Form 40-F [   ]

Indicate by check mark if the registrant is submitting the Form 6-K in paper as permitted by Regulation S-T Rule 101(b)(1):

Note: Regulation S-T Rule 101(b)(1) only permits the submission in paper of a Form 6-K if submitted solely to provide an
attached annual report to security holders.

Indicate by check mark if the registrant is submitting the Form 6-K in paper as permitted by Regulation S-T Rule 101(b)(7):

Note: Regulation S-T Rule 101(b)(7) only permits the submission in paper of a Form 6-K if submitted to furnish a report or other
document that the registrant foreign private issuer must furnish and make public under the laws of the jurisdiction in which the
registrant is incorporated, domiciled or legally organized (the registrant's "home country"), or under the rules of the home country
exchange on which the registrant's securities are traded, as long as the report or other document is not a press release, is not
required to be and has not been distributed to the registrant's security holders, and, if discussing a material event, has already been
the subject of a Form 6-K submission or other Commission filing on EDGAR. 

The information contained in this Report on Form 6-K, including Exhibit 99.1, except for the quotes of Dr. Raj Parekh, Mr. Onno van de Stolpe and Dr.
Paul Stoffels, contained in Exhibit 99.1, is hereby incorporated by reference into the Company’s Registration Statements on Forms F-3 (File No. 333-
230639) and S-8 (File Nos. 333-204567, 333-208697, 333-211834, 333-215783, 333-218160, 333-225263, 333-231765, 333-249416 and 333-260500).



On January 26, 2022, the Registrant issued a press release, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated
herein by reference. 

(c) Exhibit 99.1. Press release dated January 26, 2022



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its
behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

      GALAPAGOS NV    
  (Registrant)
   
  
Date: January 27, 2022      /s/ MARIE-THÉODORA VANDEWIELE    
  Marie-Théodora Vandewiele
  Company Secretary
  



EXHIBIT 99.1

Galapagos appoints Paul Stoffels as Chief Executive Officer

Succeeds current Chief Executive Officer and co-founder Onno van de Stolpe, following planned retirement
Recognized as inspirational industry leader with exceptional R&D as well as global executive experience, and a
strong focus on bringing innovative medicines to patients
Outstanding track record of accelerated product development in biotech and pharma through insightful
acquisitions and strategic partnerships

Mechelen, Belgium; 26 January 2022, 22.01 CET; regulated information – Galapagos NV (Euronext & NASDAQ: GLPG)
is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Paul Stoffels as Chief Executive Officer (CEO), effective April 1, 2022. Dr.
Stoffels brings an impressive track record of success in innovative drug discovery and development, and a wealth of
experience in biotech and pharma, across a range of roles and therapeutic areas.

“After a rigorous selection process, we are very pleased to announce Paul as our next CEO. Given his extraordinary R&D as well
as managerial experience, extensive network, along with his deep understanding of Galapagos’ strengths and potential, we are
convinced that Paul is uniquely qualified to lead Galapagos,” said Dr. Raj Parekh, Chairman of Galapagos. “We want to express
our gratitude and deep appreciation to Onno, who founded Galapagos in 1999 and tirelessly built out the company to become a
fully integrated European biotech with a differentiated pipeline and a first product on the market.”

Onno van de Stolpe, retiring CEO and co-founder of Galapagos, added: “My 23 years at the helm of this company has been an
incredible journey, and I could not be more honored to hand over the baton to Paul. As a founder and board member in the early
years, Paul has a keen understanding of our roots as well as who we are today. I strongly believe that Paul’s strategic
and inspirational leadership, along with his deep knowledge of both the industry and Galapagos, make him the right next CEO to
deliver tremendous value to all stakeholders, including investors, shareholders and patients.”

Dr. Paul Stoffels commented: “I was closely involved in the foundation of Galapagos by Crucell and Tibotec in 1999 and have
been following the company as it matured into the fully-fledged biopharma that it is today. I am attracted by the entrepreneurial
culture and unwavering commitment to innovation at Galapagos, its strong R&D capabilities, and growing commercial footprint.
Underpinned by strong financial resources and supported by the long-term collaboration with Gilead, I am convinced of
Galapagos’ unique potential, and I am very excited and honored to be appointed as CEO. I want to express my respect and
appreciation to Onno, who successfully built Galapagos from a start-up to an independent, established publicly listed company. I
am committed to staying true to the company’s mission of bringing novel modes of action medicines to patients in need of new
treatment options.”

Previously, Paul was Vice Chairman of the Executive Committee and Chief Scientific Officer of J&J, where he spearheaded the
Company’s research and product pipeline to set the company wide innovation agenda, discovering and developing
transformational healthcare solutions, including the recent development of a single-shot COVID-19 vaccine within a record time
frame. Prior to that, he was worldwide Chairman Pharmaceuticals of J&J, which under his leadership significantly rejuvenated its
product pipeline and adopted a transformational R&D operating model, resulting in the launch of 25 innovative medicines across
the globe. He joined J&J in 2002, with the acquisition of Virco and Tibotec, where he was CEO and Chairman respectively, and
led the development of several breakthrough products for the treatment of HIV. Galapagos was founded in 1999 as a joint venture
between Crucell and Tibotec, and Paul was member of the board of directors of Galapagos from its foundation until 2002.

Paul studied Medicine at the University of Diepenbeek and the University of Antwerp in Belgium and Infectious Diseases and
Tropical Medicine at the Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.

After a transition period during which Onno will hand over his activities, Paul Stoffels* will fully take over as CEO effective
April 1, 2022.

About Galapagos
Galapagos NV discovers, develops, and commercializes small molecule medicines with novel modes of action. Our pipeline
comprises discovery through Phase 3 programs in inflammation, fibrosis, and other indications. Our ambition is to become a
leading global biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, development, and commercialization of innovative
medicines. More information at www.glpg.com.

*Stoffels IMC BV, represented by Paul Stoffels

This press release contains inside information within the meaning of Regulation (EU) No 596/2014 of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 16 April 2014 on market abuse (market abuse regulation).
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Forward-looking statements

This press release includes forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of
1995, as amended, including statements regarding the announced leadership transition and other statements contained in this
press release that are not historical facts and statements identified by words such as “expects,” “anticipates,” “intends,” and
“plans,” or words of similar meaning. These forward-looking statements are subject to risks, uncertainties and other factors that
could cause actual results to differ materially from those referred to in the forward-looking statements and, therefore, the reader
should not place undue reliance on them. These risks, uncertainties and other factors include, without limitation, the risk that we
may not be able to realize the expected benefits from our planned leadership transition, that our leadership transition may be
disruptive to our business operations, and those risks and uncertainties identified in our Annual Report on Form 20-F for the
year ended 31 December 2020 and our subsequent filings with the SEC. The forward-looking statements contained herein are
based on management’s current expectations and beliefs and speak only as of the date hereof, and Galapagos makes no
commitment to update or publicly release any revisions to forward-looking statements in order to reflect new information or
subsequent events, circumstances or changes in expectations.

 


